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It’s been a predictable Victorian summer as it’s been completely 
unpredictable.  While January and February were a bit windier 
and wet than we would like (almost every weekend), March was 
a beautiful warm and sunny month. The trailer boat storage was 
again at full capacity early in the season with many regular 
seasonal customers missing out. Now that Autumn has begun, the 
trailer boat storage is once again open. To avoid the            
disappointment in missing out, try coming earlier in the season or 
take advantage of the substantial savings by paying for       
storage annually. Easter will hopefully bring us some milder 
weather and the usual king tides - and Easter eggs too. 
 

Monster March Fishing 
March has started out with a bang for big whiting. The monster 
pictured below was caught by our own Nigel Fisher who believe 
it or not nabbed it using a 6/0 octopus circle hook. 
 
Western Port is the forgotten land of fishing. In fact a vast  
majority of Melbournians don't even know it exists. From mud 
flats to mangroves, sandy beaches to surf it's a truly unique  
fishery. Holding a greater variety of fish than Port Phillip and 
with a greater diversity of fishing environments, it's a wonder why more people don't fish here! Are 
people scared of the large tides, the sand banks, rock bars and mud flats? Sure it can be a      
challenge to fish, but once mastered few venture elsewhere. Considered by many to be "The" hot 
spot for gummy shark and whiting fishing, there is more to this port than silver and grey. Snapper,    
flathead, school shark, ling, salmon, pike, trevally, elephant fish, garfish, latchet, and so many more 
delectable seafood bites call it home!  
 
The key to Western Port success is not being afraid of the tides but respecting them and learning to 
work with them. If the tide is running too hard in the deep, fish the shallows. Western Port has a lot 
of sheltered creeks, bays and drains and the anglers that get to know this use them to their        
advantage. There's nearly always a piece of sheltered water somewhere in Western Port. For the 
best results, fish 2 hours either side of a tide change. Autumn has set in and the fishing has been 

quite good, however its been very different to previous 
years. While the whiting have been relatively quiet the 
gummy sharks, pinkie, snapper and rock flathead have 
been better than usual. This year we are also seeing a 
return of the elephant fish. After last week's wind the 
squid have slowed, however with calmer weather on the 
horizon they should return soon. There are so many   
species to catch you never quite know what will come up 
next!                       - Paul Pingiaro  - Yaringa Boat Hire 
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Tranquility to Tassie 
Adventure:  An unusual and exciting or daring     
experience. Despite a small setback, Tranquility and 
crew embarked on a short, yet exhilarating         
adventure to Hobart via the islands of Bass Strait.  
Tranquility (formerly known as Oogachaka) is a 
Kadey Krogan 42’ Widebody Trawler built in   
Alaska, USA. It arrived to Yaringa from Sydney in 
February 2016. They plan to return with tales of 
their adventures on the high seas around the        
beginning of April. Let us all wish them Bon Voyage! 
Wytze from Little Miss Kasundi (left) and Gary from  
Tranquility (right) pictured opposite. 
 

 

Gold Anchor Reaccreditation - Now International! 
In January, Yaringa Boat Harbour was reaccredited as part of the Gold      
Anchors scheme operated by the Marina Industries Association. Colin Bansgrove 
from the MIA and John Spragg from Bellingham Marine presented the awards 
and the new look flag. The scheme has been operating in Australia and the UK 
since 2009, it has recently expanded worldwide and now has nearly 300  
participating marinas in over 20 countries.  
 
 

Photo Contest  
Don’t forget to send us your best fishing, 
sailing, Yaringa or Western Port photos to 
info@yaringa.com.au for a chance to win 
to a $100 restaurant gift voucher each 
newsletter.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

The NBN is Coming 
We have finally received a expected installation date of      
January to June 2018 for the National Broadband Network to 
be available in the Yaringa area. This will greatly assist the  
businesses in Yaringa with reliable internet / telephone access. 
 
 

Vending Machine 
A new vending machine has been installed near the harbour    
office, with a range of cold drinks and sweet and savory snacks 
available. Accepts coins and $5, $10 or $20 notes. 

Friendly Reminders 
 

TRAILERS: If your trailer has been 
marked with a red flag, please 
be aware that the condition of 
either the boat or trailer has 
made the movement of your 
boat unsafe  We would like to 
again remind all customers that it 
is your responsibility to make 
sure the boat and trailer are in   
proper working order. This     
includes replacing frayed winch 
straps, regularly grease bearings 
and couplings inspect for rust 
and don’t forget the tyres.  
 
SPRAY PAINTING: Spray    
painting is not permitted onsite 
except within the spray booth 
unless   authorised by harbour         
management. While you think the 
new colour you spent months 
picking out will look great on 
your boat, your neighbour may 
not.   If you would like to book  
the spray booth for this purpose, 
please contact the office. 



 

Leumeah Launch 
Leumeah, a Steel John Pugh 48, was recently 
launched successfully (alright, on the 3rd attempt) 
after several years undergoing refurbishment on the  
hardstand at Yaringa.  Barry and Debra have toiled 
away since purchasing the boat on the hardstand in     
August 2015. After some sea trials Barry and Debra 
plan to sail home this winter, north to Brisbane. 
 
 

New to Boating 
There is an increasing number of first time boat owners, who don’t yet have the skills and 
knowledge that we often take for granted as seasoned “boaties”. Even for experienced persons 
the tides and conditions of Western Port pose challenges if you are only use to Port Phillip Bay. 
Often if can be intimidating asking for help, but there is a number of people and organisations 
that can provide the training and guidance to new boat owners. 
 

Australian Volunteer Coast Guard  - The coast guard conduct boat license courses often in the 
evenings, which allow you to interact with others and ask questions to the trainer. They also hold 
marine radio licenses courses. For your nearest Coast Guard visit: coastguard.com.au/flotillavic 
 

Boat Handling Training - There are several businesses that provide on water boat handling   
courses in various locations either in their boat or your own. The main benefits of this are getting 
practical experience in real weather and sea conditions.  Check the internet or ask at the harbour 
office. 
 

Fishing Clubs - The Yaringa Fishing Club are always looking for new members. They are most   
willing to get others involved in boating and will happily give you tips and assistance - you might 
even catch a few fish. Visit: yaringafishingclub.teamapp.com/contact 

Slipping 
Whilst this Summer was fairly quiet on the slipway, Autumn is set to 
be busy with a record breaking March. Above are just a sample 
of the boats slipped this last month. Don’t forget all Yaringa     
marina berth holders receive the first seven days free on the  
hardstand for short term slips,. This is plenty of time to antifoul 
your vessel and to ensure she is shipshape. With over 15 marine 
trades onsite, we can cater for any repairs or maintenance you 
may require.  To book your slip please complete the booking form 
on the Yaringa website or drop by the harbour office for a quote. 

Containers  
For Rent 

Please contact the 
harbour office on 

5977 4154. 



 

 

Phone:  (03) 5977 4154 

Address: 1 Lumeah Road  

  Somerville VIC 3912 

Email:   info@yaringa.com.au 

Surf and Turf Skewers 

20 wooden skewers 
1kg of your favourite mixed fish or seafood, cut into 
bite sizes such as firm white fish, scallops, squid etc. 
2 tbsp. roughly chopped garlic (about 6-8 cloves) 
1/4 cup parsley leaves 
1/4 cup basil leaves 
Juice of 1/2 small lemon 
1/3 cup olive oil + extra for cooking 
1 teaspoon sea salt 
1/2 teaspoon cracked black pepper 
200g prosciutto thinly sliced 
 
Soak bamboo skewers in water for 30 minutes to 
prevent them from burning.  
 
Place garlic, parsley, basil, lemon, olive oil, salt and 
pepper in a small food processor and blend till 
smooth, alternatively mince garlic and finely chop 
herbs and mix marinade ingredients in a small bowl.  
Place seafood in a large bowl, reserving one table-
spoon of marinade, pour remainder of marinade 
over. Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate for 30 
minutes.  
 
To assemble: alternate seafood with prosciutto along 
each skewer.  
 
Place large frying pan over high heat with a dash of 
oil, alternatively heat BBQ to high. When hot, add 
skewers and cook on each side for 1 – 2 minutes, 
baste each side with reserved marinade. Sprinkle 
with a little black pepper and chopped parsley and 
basil to serve. Makes Approx. 20 skewers 

Business Profile  

Prestige Signs 
 
Operating at 
Yaringa since 2009, Prestige Signs can cater 
for all of your signage and printing needs    
including: 
 
 Boat names and registration numbers 
 Computer Cut Signage 
 General Signage & Digital Printing 
 Vehicle and Truck Signage 
 Factories & Shops 
 A-boards, Stickers, Magnetic Signs, Logos, 

Banners and much more... 
 
For all your signage and digital printing, call 
Shane or Simone; We come to you, no job too 
small. 
 
Address: 1 / 3 Lumeah Road  
  Somerville VIC 3912 
Phone:  0418 556 176 
Email:  prestige.signs@bigpond.com 
 
 

Harbour Rule  
Reminders 
The Marine Safety Act states  

you must operate at a maxi-

mum speed of 5 knots: 

 Within 50m of swimmers, other vessels 

and fixed or floating structures 

 Within 100m of a diver below flag/ 

flags 

 Within 50m of waters edge (inland) 

 Within 200m of waters edge (coastal and 

enclosed) 

This means by law you must past channel mark-

ers/ fixed structures at a maximum speed of 5 

knots i.e. the whole length of the channel!. It is 

also a condition of your berthing agreement. 

 

Jokes  
What did the boat say to the water? 

   Nothing, it just waved. 

 

What do you do with a sick boat? 

   Take it to the dock 
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